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The Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions 
(CCD)
 is the grand finale of a series of UNESCO Conventions regarding the protection of cultural heritage and cultural expressions, that started with  the 1972 Cultural Heritage Convention.
  The twin sister of this Convention was adopted as the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of   Intangible Heritage (IHC)  in 2003, which today has more than 100 State Parties.
 Together, these Conventions are presented by the UNESCO as the three pillars for the protection of creative diversity.

The IHC is to protect the living heritage of communities that is  considered to be “ the mainspring of cultural diversity and  a guarantee of sustainable development” and is expressed by oral traditions and expressions, performing arts, social practices, ceremonies, festive events, and traditional crafts. 
   In June 2008 the General Assemblee adopted Operational Directives that are to provide the guidelines for State Parties to protect the Living Heritage on their territories. 
   Included in the Directives are application forms that have to be submitted to the General Council of the Convention in order to apply for  the Representative List or the List of Intangible Heritage in Grave Danger. Both of the applications have to be accompanied by documents containing a statement of Free, Prior and Informed Consent, together with a document containing a Session of Rights or A Creative Commons License.

The following will address the question wether the requirement of the Creative Commons (CC)License or a document containing a Session of Rights in the application for the status as an element of Intangible Heritage  as protected under the IHC, is compatible  with the  commitment of  State Parties to adhere to  the obligations in the UNESCO Convention on Cultural Diversity.

In this respect,  this contribution will briefly outline the relevant objectives and elements of the Intangible Heritage Convention, while the position of the Lists in this Convention will be followed by a brief introduction to  Creative Commons Licenses, and the compatibility of the requirement of a CC license in view of the obligations of the Member States of the Cultural Diversity Convention, like the one expressed in art. 14 CCD : “ Parties shall endeavour to support cooperation for sustainable development and poverty reduction, especially in relation to the specific needs of developing countries, in order to foster the emergence of a dynamic cultural sector…”. 

� UNESCO Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions, also known as the Cultural Diversity Convention (CCD) was adopted in October 2005, into force17 March 2007.


� UNESCO Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage,  entry into force 17 December 1975;  As of  30 november 2007: 185 Member States


� UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Heritage, entry into force  20 April 2006


� � HYPERLINK "http://portal.unesco.org/culture/en/ev.php-URL_ID=35405&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html" ��http://portal.unesco.org/culture/en/ev.php-URL_ID=35405&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html� ( UNESCO Information “ About the  Cultural Diversity Convention”, accessed 14 September 2008)


� Preamble IHC.


� Operational Directives for the Implementation of the Convention for the   Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, Adopted by the General Assembly at its second ordinary session 16-19 June 2008.





