Professor Dr Igor Gliha, President of the Croatian ALAI National Group

Dear colleagues, dear ladies and gentlemen,

The Croatian National ALAI Group, as one of the youngest ALAI national groups, is very proud and grateful for the opportunity to organise this year’s ALAI study days in Dubrovnik, a town on the UNESCO World Heritage List. Probably the most meritorious for the establishment of the Croatian National ALAI Group is our first President, and now the President of Honour, Dr Ivan Henneberg, who due to his almost 90 years was not able to join us here in Dubrovnik. However, he sends a short message and please allow me to deliver it to you:

Mesdames et Messieurs
Meilleurs vœux de succès pour le Congrès de l'ALAI à Dubrovnik, la ville de poètes, peintres, compositeurs, la ville nommé par le poète Vidali en XVIe siècle "la couronne des villes croates".

EPIGRAMME

Il ya a plus que quarante ans

que je lutte sur la plan

de la protection d'auteurs et

c'est pour moi un grande honneur

                        Dr Ivan Henneberg

I would like to add to Dr Henneberg’s message that I believe that Croatia, and particularly Dubrovnik, is a very good choice for the Conference on Cultural Diversity: Its Effect on Authors and Performers in the Context of Globalisation.
Croatia is a small country with a rich cultural and intellectual heritage and with cultural diversity still preserved; such is the Croatian coastline, as you can see by just taking a quick look through the window. Croatia and Croatians also contributed to the world heritage – just for example - in the 16th c. Faust Vrančić (Faustus Verantius) invented the rectangular-shaped parachute, as it is today; a Croatian engineer and inventor Slavoljub Eduard Penkala invented the solid-ink fountain pen and mechanical pencil; Croatian-born Nikola Tesla invented the induction motor and developed the fundamental principles and machinery of wireless technology (he, by the way, refused to receive the Nobel Prize which he had to share with T.A. Edison). Not to mention that Croatian mercenaries who fought for Louis XIII of France were the first to wear the necktie known as the cravat. They had picturesque scarves tied in a distinctive knot around their necks, and this part of the uniform was called ‘cravate’ after the Croats.

I hope that Dubrovnik will be as inspiring for the participants as it was for Isadora Duncan, who was fascinated by a palm tree she had seen on the Croatian coast and copied from it that slight trembling of the shoulders, arms and fingers, as well as for George B. Shaw, who after visiting the islands of Kornati wrote: “The gods wanted to crown their creation and on the last day they turned tears, stars and the sea breeze into the isles of Kornati.”

Dubrovnik is a city that in 1272 had an eight-volume statute and urban planning. One of the volumes (the seventh) contains only regulations on Maritime Law and is the oldest such document in the world. Among other things, the statute says: if a slave embarks on a Dubrovnik ship - he shall be considered a free man. 

In dealing with copyright and culture in the context of globalisation it is good to have in mind the word written on the flag of the City of Dubrovnik – libertas. Meaning that freedom of choice should be preserved in the field of culture and creativity and their protection, and that quality and diversity should have a chance and not be jeopardised only because of financial and technological disadvantages.  

I would like to thank all our sponsors who recognised the importance of the topic and of this Conference and have supported it. Without them we would probably not be able to organise the ALAI Study Days in Dubrovnik.

In the manner of cultural diversity, and considering the freedom of choice mentioned above, let me finish my speech in Croatian with probably the most famous verses in Croatian literature written by Ivan Gundulić, a writer from Dubrovnik in the Baroque period: O lijepa, o draga, o slatka slobodo - O beautiful, o beloved, o sweet freedom... 
Ovaj skup proglašavam otvorenim i svim sudionicima želim uspješan rad i ugodan boravak u Hrvatskoj i Dubrovniku. 
Hvala. 

